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Digital II

New Class Offers Creative Possibilities For Graphic Design and Photo Students
Logan Schoeberlein
Quill Writer

It is a work day.

An R&B song plays from the
computer in the corner. Looking
around, you see a group of
upperclassmen scattered about the
room. Flitting around the room to
talk to each other, critique what each
is doing, others are so buried in their
own projects that they barely look up
from the computer screen in the 45

This is Advanced Digital Art, also
known as Digital II. The newest
class being offered by the St. Joe
art department; a second year class
designed specifically for digital
artists, Graphic Designers and
Photographers. When I asked Mr.
Foti about the reasons he had for
making the class, he said he had
polled students in the both graphic

minute period. Mr. Ryan Foti circles,
giving help and criticism as needed,
while showing a genuine interest in,
not only what each student is

design and photography courses for
the past two years if they would have
any interest in this class. He wanted
to make a class more specific t
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han Independent Projects, offering
working on, but why each students
structure or freedom as the students
chose to work on that in particular.
need. He is very determined to keep
He helps the students make the best
the class completely student oriented,
work they’re capable of by pushing
them to reach their own conclusions. when I asked what his plans were

for the class after the inaugural year,
he says it will change as the students
change. When I asked him how he
likes the class so far he said, “It’s
new….I like it.”He says the current
class has impressed him in the way

they handle the freedom they are
given. The last question I asked
him how he likes the artists in
his current class, he smiled and
said, “They’re all terrible.”

Waiting, and Measuring Up
The College Application Process

Alex Merritt
Quill Editor
Nothing can make you feel
more unworthy than the college
application process. As I learned
the beginning of this year and the
end of last year, even if you’re
a stellar student for three years
and feel as if you’re at the top of
your game, GPA and SAT charts,
acceptance rates, and the overall
competitive climate of applying
to college will bring you back
down to earth. As I’ve applied to
several schools, I’ve gone through
the mind numbing and anxiety
inducing process of writing the
“best” essay, scouring teachers
for recommendation letters,
and working with the difficult

and surprisingly buggy Common
Application and Naviance.
Because the only college mail I’ve
received thus far has been flyers
and advertisements, not letters
of acceptance or denial, it’s too
early for me to tell if this bone
crunching process has yielded
success. Waiting, then, becomes
the worst part of this process.
When you’re rushing to submit
test scores and write essays, filling
out several applications becomes
a blissful distraction. The real
source of anxiety for me during
this whole ordeal has been the
question of acceptance. I know I
will complete several applications,
but how many of them will be
fruitful? Although many assume the
worst part of applying to college
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Breaking Best?

A Look at the ‘Best’ Four Series of the Last Decade
Conor Habiger

Quill Staff Writer

There is not much of a debate
regarding the four best television
series of the past ten years. It
seems like an easy question to
answer, particularly because you’d
be hard pressed to find an article
discussing the state of TV without
finding some mention of The
Sopranos, The Wire, Mad Men,
or Breaking Bad. The four are so
easy to group together: all four
air either on HBO or AMC, and
all employ nonlinear plots with
minor experimentation. What’s
more, the overwhelmingly positive
critical reception regarding these
four dramas is so universal that
it’s perceived as an objective truth.
Everyone agrees they are the best.
Being so broadly accepted,
the argument of the previous
paragraph is a hackneyed and
banal one to make. Unless you try
to argue that one of these dramas
is better than the rest. Then,
tempers flare.
Watching T.V. is both an
individual activity and a culturally
ubiquitous one. So it is not
surprising that much of society
develops a strong connection to

College Application Process
continued from page 1.

is the applications themselves, the
process has become so streamlined
thanks to the Common Application
that it isn’t quite the time burner
it used to be. The worst part is
the presentation of yourself as
a student. I, and am sure many
others as well, wasn’t aware of
the hyper competitive nature of
getting into a decent school. You
can’t just be your best, you have
to be “the best.” It is then certainly
true that the application process is
a distracting and time consuming
extra “class” senior year, but not
because of the actual filling out
of an application. Rather, it is the
rush to cram for the SAT, a test
wrongly seen as the definitive
measure of intelligence and college
preparedness; to suffer through
classes that you absolutely hate
simply because you thought it
would look better on an application

certain characters or shows. That
same statement can be used to
explain why we feel so comfortably
confident in our analysis of these
shows when we discuss them
in public. And although we can
appreciate all the best dramas, for
all of us, one takes precedence
over the others. Thus, many a T.V.
fan has uttered a phrase like, “I
really like Mad Men, but it’s not
as good as…” This is particularly
true for fans of The Wire, who so
adamantly claim their drama is
the best; suggesting otherwise is
near sacrilege. Their appreciation
approaches delirium. It’s as if
they’re hailing The Wire as a
remarkable documentary of the
Baltimore drug trade.
This is not to say The Wire is not
fantastic. Of the four golden age
dramas, I would argue that The
Wire is the most powerful and
the best written. Each of the four
dramas has its own strengths:
Mad Men has the greatest cast
of characters, each a profoundly
deep snapshot of some facet of
the sixties, while The Sopranos
pioneered with a clear identity that
paved the way for the other three.
However, Breaking Bad is, to me,

the best.
So what separates it and makes me
say it is the greatest? Its acting is
arguably the best, but shows like
The Sopranos have taught us that
poor acting performances (such as
Robert Iler’s A.J. Soprano) do not
necessarily hinder a series. And
although it’s the most visually
pleasing, the main difference I
find between Breaking Bad and
the other three is its depiction of
morality in society.
These shows are linked together
because of their motif of morality.
How is this Breaking Bad’s
defining factor? Mad Men is
defined by its 1960’s setting, so
character choices do not offer so
much insight as to who they are
as much as social commentary on
the era: Don Draper is a sexist, but
that’s OK, because most men were
at that time. The Sopranos and
The Wire are set in the present, so
this issue becomes less avoidable.
Through countless hours of
therapy, Tony Soprano comes to
believe that there is no changing
who you are, and in his case, that
means being a centrally bad mafia
man. Conversely, in The Wire,
characters are portrayed as a mix
of good and bad. The drug dealers

than the one you actually wanted
to take; and as it has been for
many throughout their high school
careers, memorizing instead of
learning in order to achieve the
best grade. The college application
process for me has exposed a
serious wrong in the American
education system. Students are
taught to pursue education not for
the simple benefit of broadening
one’s mind, but to be competitive.
How else does one get into a
school with a shockingly low
acceptance rate if they aren’t so?
It is kind of distressing then (and I
can only hope that once decisions
are made it is no longer the case),
that so much of junior and senior
year is spent dwelling on making
oneself a perfectly groomed
student for a dream school. It is
this quest to be an ideal university
candidate that the application
process encapsulates so much more

than the few hours spent actually
completing an application. Perhaps
my cynical views are nerve
induced ramblings brought on by
the waiting period I mentioned
earlier, but I still can’t shake the
fact that so many of my peers
make school so torturous for the
sake of being what they perceive
as competitive. To alleviate the
stress and anxieties of applying
to college, one must do more than
adhere to the age old advice of not
procrastinating on applications
and simply enjoy junior and senior
year. Academic performance
certainly matters, but I imagine
that when the time comes along
to apply to schools, the student
who sought what they wanted
in their school life, not what an
anonymous college wants, will be
all the more confident and satisfied
with their college perspectives and
the application process.

on the street are breaking the law,
but they also adhere to a moral
code. The cops that pursue these
traders are keepers of the peace,
but they are all also marginally
corrupt. All three of these shows
view morality as a stagnant,
defining trait.
Breaking Bad, on the other hand,
views morality as a personal
choice. While it didn’t seem like
that was the case in the earlier
seasons, it certainly is now. In
five short seasons, Breaking Bad
has revealed itself not as a story
of a man with cancer forced by his
situation to turn to the meth world,
but of a man who is consciously
making that decision. Walter
White started out as an average
Joe, but he hated himself for that,
and thus he became something
he actively knew was evil. Many
have suggested that Breaking
Bad is so great because it details
Walter’s transformation: but that
does not do the show justice.
Walter White transforms himself,
and he is an active participant in
that drastic change.
There is a scene in Breaking Bad’s
pilot episode in which Walter
White’s junkie assistant Jesse
Pinkman tells him “[he] can’t just
break bad.” In that moment, you
assume Pinkman is telling White
you simply cannot go from being
a high school chemistry teacher to
an illicit meth cooker. It seems as
if he’s telling his former teacher
he cannot start breaking the law
after living a life comfortably
under it for so long. But this, it
turns out, is not what Jesse means
at all. Jesse is instead arguing
that someone can’t decide to
change from a good guy to a bad
guy. Jesse believes that Walt’s
perceived nature as a good guy
would inhibit that transformation.
His attempt at conversion would
fail because of who Walter White
was as a person. Four and a half
seasons later, we know that Jesse
was quite wrong. His error lay
in his misunderstanding of good
and bad, and his underestimation
of those two, for choices between
good and bad are very, very
complicated to make. Just ask Mr.
White.
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Coach’s Corner

Pat Clatchey, Varsity Basketball
Paul Stronmberg

Quill Staff Writer
Heading into his 22nd Season as
the Gaels’ head varsity basketball
coach, Pat Clatchey is excited and
optimistic about the 2013/2014
season, as the Gaels will open up
the Smith Center for its inaugural
season. The eight seniors will try
to guide the team as they defend
their BCL title and go for a threepeat. Coach Clatchey, as he was
gearing up for the season opener,
took some time to answer a few
questions about the squad this
year.
How have you seen the program
change over the time you have
been here?
The program has changed quite a
bit since I started. We have tried

to be a model of consistency.
We have 18 straight seasons of
20 wins or more, and 5 of those
18 have been 30 plus wins in a
season. Personally, I have not
changed but I think players today
deal with a variety of distractions
for their time and attention.
With the absence of senior
leadership from Kam Williams
and Charlie Jones, who are you
looking to fill the void left by
graduation?
We will miss Kam and Charlie;
both contributed so much towards
our success. We have a lot of
returning players with game and
championship experience. Phil
Booth , Jaylen Adams, Kyle
Doran, Jordan McNeil have been
varsity players for 2 and 3 years
now. We have experience up front
with Graham Seering and Zander

Wear. Doc Barnes, a very talented
player, has varsity experience, and
Randy Miller is a good player
How will the new gym affect the
team and game experience for the
fans?
The new Smith Center is
awesome. Personally, I would
like to thank all who made that
dream into a reality! We went
from the Flinstones to the Jetsons.
The entire facility is outstanding.
It should be a much more
comfortable game experience for
the fans. The Smith center is big,
bright, and beautiful! It has the
look and feel of a college arena!
Aside from St. Frances, who
do you see as your biggest
competition in the MIAA/BCL?
The BCL and teams in the A
conference of the MIAA always

provide tough competition.
There are a few teams capable of
winning championships, including
us.
What are your overall
expectations for this season?
It is not about my expectations; it
is about the players’ expectations.
What do they want to accomplish?
What story will this team write?
Our program has been successful,
but each season adds new
challenges and opportunities.
As a coach, my expectations
are to be the best team we can
be. Championships are a result
of hard work, commitment,
and doing things the right way,
day in and day out. If winning
championships were easy,
everyone would win them. They
must be earned!

New Teacher Spotlight: Ms. Caton
Nick Viennas

Quill Staff Writer
If you haven’t noticed yet,
but there is a new math teacher
at the Mount and her name is
Ms. Caton. She is a graduate of
Seton Keough ’08 and Towson
University ’12, while in the
process of getting her Masters
Degree. I wondered why she
wanted to teach at an all-male
school, she simply replied “I

don’t like teenage girls, there is
less drama.” On her spare time,
she coaches a 3rd grade girls
basketball team, runs ½ marathon,
likes to be around family and
friends. I asked her about her
experience at Mount St. Joe has
been like her response was “It has
been good challenging so far. I
felt welcomed and supported, I am
looking forward to being here a
long time.”
This year, I’ve had the
pleasure of being one of Ms.

Caton’s students. What makes her
a good teacher is she understands
us; I guess since she’s only been
out of high school for five years.
She is fair, and she makes sure
that even if you get the problem
wrong you’ll know what to do it

for the next problem. Ms. Caton
is a great math teacher; the best
I’ve had. I couldn’t have asked
for a better math teacher my
Freshman year.

Interested in
writing?
design?
journalism?
photography?
Contact:
Ms. Czar
mary.czar@ msjnet.edu
Mr. Bieniek
bbieniek@admin.msjnet.edu
Mr. Schultheis
eschultheis@admin.msjnet.edu

Come to a meeting. Every Tuesday
at 2:30 in The Graphics Lab 2nd
Floor Xavier Hall
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Student Showcase Special

One Student’s Solution Showcase Aims to Expose the Fallacies of Abortion
William R. Plesser

Special to the Quill
[The following writing
is part of William’s Solution
Showcase] I am sure you are all
aware of abortion and the Catholic
church’s position on the issue. I
myself am pro-life, and I plan to
make you aware of more facts
on the abortion debate that are
routinely ignored.
Violence has occurred
because of abortion politics
between both pro-life and prochoice activists, though I have
found that the mainstream media
normally only covers attacks by
pro-life groups. It is rare that an
abortion clinic is bombed, but
when one is, it makes many major
news stations. I am not saying
that this shouldn’t be the case, but
when pro-life activists praying
outside of clinics are harassed and

threatened, and pro-life displays
are vandalized, they rarely receive
media attention.
On August 15th, 2012,
liberal activist Floyd Lee
Corkins II walked into a Family
Research Council office (FRC is
a conservative group that opposes
abortion) in Washington D.C., and
shot and nearly killed manager
Leo Johnson. In February 2013,
Corkins pleaded guilty to the
crime and was sentenced to 25
years in prison. On November 22,
2013, a man threatened to shoot
Pro-Life activist Mark Gietzen,
who was praying outside an
abortion clinic. If you are trying
to get a person to side with you,
I would not recommend those
approaches.
One of the best ways to
defend your stance is to use facts,
because they cannot be disputed.

For example, Margaret Sanger,
who is often credited with
founding Planned Parenthood,
the largest abortion provider
in the U.S., attended rallies for
the Klu-Klux Klan, and was not
afraid to express anti-African
American and anti-Semitic
viewpoints.
Here’s another littleknown fact: In April of 2005, a
woman named Angele entered a
clinic seeking an abortion for her
22 week old baby boy Rowan.
He was born alive, even though
the staff had assured Angele that
she was not yet ready to deliver.
Angele screamed for someone
to call 911. A secretary named
Violene said she would do so.
She did, but ushered the medical
team away at the door, saying
that the physician had everything
under control. The physician

From MSJ to Notre Dame

wasn’t even in the building.
Because of this delay, Rowan
died.
A lawsuit was never
brought against the clinic.
Angele is currently working to
ensure that other mothers do not
make the same mistake that she
did.
By writing this essay I
am trying to get you to think
a little more about this serious
issue, as soon we will all have
the right to vote. It is also
my hope that we do enough
research and care enough about
what it is we are voting for
before we do so. If you have
any questions or would like to
discuss the issue, please feel
free to approach me, I will look
forward to talking with you.
Thanks for taking the time to
read this article.

Eric Atkins Is a Leader On and Off the Court
Gus Singleton

Quill Staff Writer
From tradition to tradition,
from a Catholic high school
founded in 1873 to a Catholic
university founded in 1842, from
a powerhouse MSJ squad under
Pat Clatchey to playing basketball
for Mike Brey at Notre Dame, Eric
Atkins has found himself at the
focal point of two dynasties.
“With another 20-victory season
in his senior year, Eric Atkins will
be the winningest player in Notre
Dame history,” praised Notre
Dame coach Mike Brey. “With
Eric running the offense Notre
Dame has been in the top five in
the nation in assist-to-turnoverratio for the last three years.”
A 2010 graduate of Mount St.

Joe, Atkins was a four year starter
for the Gaels, winning the Boys
Catholic League Player of the Year
in 09’ and ’10. In his senior year
at MSJ, the heavily recruited floor
general averaged fifteen points,
four assists, four rebounds and two
steals. Atkins gives much of the
credit to his former coach.

the budding floor leader, it was
a devastating blow. “Losing my
father was very tough on me being
so young,” recalled Atkins. “But I
used my sorrow and turned it into
determination to be the best person
I can be on and off the court.”

“Coach Clatchey was an
instrumental part of making me the
player I am today,” said Atkins.
“He gave me the confidence to
believe. He is a great confidence
giver and is very comparable to my
college coach Mike Brey. I look up
to Coach Clatchey as a mentor and
role model.”

Atkins’ transition to Notre Dame
was eased by the many similarities
to Mount St. Joe, including the
opportunities available to express
his Christian faith. Atkins says his
faith in God is what inspires him
and keeps him going every day. At
Notre Dame his faith has guided
him toward majoring in Film and
Television, but he attributes his
academic foundation to MSJ.

While flourishing as a point guard
on the court as a Gael, Atkins faced
adversity off the court. During
his four years at MSJ, Atkins
lost his father and his uncle. For

“I love playing for Notre Dame,
this had been a dream come true
playing for a school with great
tradition and education,” said
Atkins. “But it’s Mount St. Joe that

prepared me well for the level of
work at the college level.”
Atkins says MSJ shaped his life
in many ways, most importantly
through the friendships forged with
his Mount brothers. At Notre Dame
Atkins has made many strong
friendships as well. He has made it
known to his friends that coaching
is his ‘dream job’ for after his
basketball days come to an end
“Eric is like a coach on the floor,”
added Brey, who has been the head
coach at Notre Dame since 2000.
“He’d love to be a coach one day,
and I’d be the first one to recruit
him to coach for me on my staff at
Notre Dame. Eric’s an outstanding
person, and I know Mount St. Joe
shaped his life in many positive
ways.”

