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Solutions Showcase: Real Choice in Education
With the Freedom to Design Your Education, What Would You Do?

Logan Schoeberlein
Quill Writer
This year has seen the
creation of the free-form, long
term project known as the
Solutions Showcase. As the
name suggests, the project is a
collection of student’s solutions to
a problem of their choosing. The
end goal is the presentation of
something the student has done,
whether it be built, designed, or
something more involved such as
scientific projects.
The showcase is very
student-oriented and geared
towards what each student desires
to do. If a student likes art, he
could do a long term piece, or
a series of pieces. If a student
likes writing, he could write a
story; if a student is interested in
science, he could do a series of
experiments testing a hypothesis,
etc.
This project gives many
non-Seniors the structure of a

additions to the workload.
However, this provides
an interesting opportunity for
the students taking part. A grade
notwithstanding, if you were
given several months to work
on a project of your design,
what would you do? Sometimes
people produce their best work
in structured freedom; to do
something you want to because
you have to do something.
This freedom can be a
gift, privilege. What we choose
to do is important because we are
nurturing our own interests into
something more, something that
can change the way things are.
Mr. Ryan Foti discusses the Solutions Showcase
All great progress comes from
with his students at an assembly.
the decision to try something
different in the hopes of doing
Senior Project, minus the time
The school year is in full swing
it better. So to the classes taking
off.
and many of us are knee-deep in
part in the Solutions Showcase,
Like any ambitious
an onslaught of work, and some
what are you going to do with
endeavor, the project has its
students are already marking off
this? Dive in and you will
drawbacks. For many students,
the days until winter break. Many
learn something just by trying
especially Seniors prepping for
of us are content to coast through
something ambitious.
college, this is just another chore.
the year without unexpected

Unveiling Of The Smith Center

Mount Saint Joseph Opens Doors On Brand New Athletic Facility
Below: The new Center Court of
The Smith Center. Students now,
and in the future, can look forward
to watching MSJ Basketball play
against their MIAA opponents in this
beautiful facility.

Above: A labor of love. The new Smith
Center, prior to the name reveal. The Smith
Center, which started as the vision of Br.
James Kelly, C.F.X., was completed under
the guidance of President George Andrews.
Photos Courtesy of Mrs. Jess Ader

Above: President George Andrews and Mr.
Vinny Smith pose in front of the newly
unveiled Smith Center. Mr. Smith talked
to the students about his experience at St.
Joe, as well as the influential teachers that
inspired him.
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The Big Man On Campus

Conor Habiger interviews MSJ Head Football Coach Blake Henry
Conor Habiger

Quill Staff Writer
The following is an exerpt from an
interview conducted between Coach
Henry and Conor Habiger:

what happening at all levels. Well,
the second part, concussions are
a big concern, but they’ve always
been a big concern. I think football
gets a bad rep because it’s the
most popular sport in our country,

style, intensity?
Coach: Well, the league was really
good when I was playing, but it’s
really improved in the complexity
of offenses and defenses and the
overall skill level of the plays as

Conor: You went to Loyola
Blakefield [for high school]. If I
remember, you played at the high
school level as a middle schooler?
Coach: I played on the freshmen
team in seventh grade. Eighth
grade, I played JV, and my first
year on the Varsity team was
my sophomore year. You’re not
allowed to do that anymore, but
I didn’t really tell anyone I was a
seventh grader when I tried out for
the freshmen team. I just tried out.
Conor: How do you think the game
has evolved since you played?
And how big of a concern are
concussions moving forward, in
your eyes?
Coach: Football used to be a sport
where if you had the best blockers
and tacklers, you’re definitely going
to win. I think most people now,
as far as fans are concerned, 95%
of the fans want offense. That’s
why they watch football, and that’s

at MSJ for football. The guys on
our team work hard all year ‘round,
and they deserve a really tough
schedule. My goal is for us to have
a successful season: to compete, be
in every game, we have chance to
win every game on the rest of our
schedule.
Conor: Is there anything about the
team that surprised you this year,
but now it’s become a defining trait
of your team?
Coach: In years past when we’ve
struggled in certain parts of the
year, some of the guys haven’t
played as hard. This year, the guys
have still continued to practice
and play really hard, had a good
attitude, and that really speaks
volumes to their work ethic and
dedication.

and there’s a lot of coverage
about concussions. You can get a
concussion walking down the street;
you can get a concussion by getting
hit in the head with a ball. So I’m
not concerned in that it’s going to
change the game.
Conor: How has the MIAA evolved
since you played, in terms of play

well. I think the spread, up-tempo,
package plays are here to stay in
football, because you see it at all
levels: college and high school and
in the NFL as well.
Conor: What are your goals for the
rest of the season? I mean, we’ve
played a lot of tough competition.
Coach: Sure, we don’t play patsies

Conor: Do you have any long term
goals for the program at St. Joe?
Coach: Yeah, my long term goal
is to turn the program into one of
the best programs in the state. It
takes a while, but we are definitely
improving. The talent level here
now is definitely far above where it
was when I first got here at MSJ.

Major League Baseball Undergoes Another Steroid Scandal
Nick Viennas
Quill Contributor
What’s the most exciting
play in baseball? Most people
would say the homerun. Fans are
mesmerized by how far a player can
hit the ball, what kind of homerun
is it, was it high arching homerun,
or a ball that leaves the field in a
matter of seconds. Whatever the
case may be, fans can’t get enough
of the homerun; and that’s why they
have competition surrounding the
homerun.
In 1998 baseball really
started to catch the attention of
sports fans when Mark McGwire
and Sammy Sosa were both battling
it out for the all-time homerun
record in a season. Mark McGwire
would go on to break the record
with 70 homeruns, but in 2001

Barry Bonds would
top that mark with
73 homeruns.
Out of
all of the steroid
users in the MLB,
probably the most
talked, or most
criticized is Alex
Rodriguez. Alex
Rodriguez has been
a center piece of
steroid controversy
since Jose Canseco
released his book Juiced: Wild
Times, Rampant ‘Roids, Smash Hits
& How Baseball Got Big in 2005.
When Rodriguez was asked about
using PED’s in 2007 in an interview
with Katie Couric he flat out denied
using any type of enhancer.
In another interview in

2009 with ESPN he admitted to
using something, but never clarified
what he had taken. Ever since the
ESPN interview, it has seemed
as though every year a different
accusation has come out. In January
of this year, a Miami biogenesis
clinic was linked to many baseball

players including Alex Rodriguez.
Ultimately on August 5, 2013,
Alex Rodriguez was suspended 211
games, but Rodriguez appealed the
suspension which allowed him to
keep playing.
Steroids will always be in
sports until each sport develops
a drug testing program.Baseball
has the best testing program in all
of the major sports, but they also
have the harshest. People believe
that if baseball would’ve only
given Alex Rodriguez a 50-100
game suspension then he would’ve
accepted the penalty.
Whatever happens to Alex
Rodriguez we all know that baseball
will keep their relentless pursuit of
getting PED’s out of the sport and
also that we still have no respect for
Rodriguez.

New Band Director Brings Excitement
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Fresh Ideas Mark a New Period for Instrumental Music at the Mount
Conor Habiger

Quill Staff Writer
As a senior who has been
involved with the band program
during all four of my years at St.
Joe, I admit it was a bit upsetting
when it was announced that Mr.
Peters, band director for over
twenty years at St. Joe, would
be leaving prior to the start of
my fourth and final year as a
student. Before a replacement was
announced, I feared there would
be no band to play in, and when I
learned that Mr. Norris would be
the new band director, wondered if
one year would be adequate time to
adjust to and appreciate a new band
director.
Thankfully, Mr. Norris has
proven himself as an equipped
director, enthusiastic about the band
program and full of exciting new
ideas for the next generation of
band at the Mount. A 2011 graduate
of the University of Delaware, Mr.
Norris has been avidly pursuing
music since he was five years old
and his grandmother bought his
first piano lesson. Since playing the
French horn in middle through high
school, Mr. Norris has known his
calling was to be a band director.

After graduating from Delaware,
where he also began playing guitar,
Mr. Norris has been performing at
restaurants and local musical theatre
productions in the Baltimore area.
He previously worked at a school
for children with special needs,
Carroll Community College, The
Baltimore Symphony Orchestra’s
ORCHkids program, and North
Carroll High School. Then, while
working on a production of Tarzan
the Musical, Mr. Norris was made
aware of the need for a new band
director at St. Joe through Mr.
Scavilla, a current teacher and class

of 2009 graduate of the Mount. So
far, working at St. Joe has been very
different from his prior employment
experiences in that this is his first
full time teaching position and his
first time working exclusively with
high school students.
In addition to being director
to the band, Mr. Norris also
coordinates several after school
music programs: the “Lower Road
Cover Band Collective,” which
he describes as “4 [small] pop/
punk/alternative ‘rock bands;’” the
Audiophile Club, which is a group
of non-musicians who listen to and

discuss various forms of music; a
jazz band, which follows the form
for a traditional jazz ensemble; as
well as several miscellaneous small
ensembles. Including expanding
the after school programs, Mr.
Norris also hopes to have the band
collaborate with the bands of our
respective sister schools, a marching
band (which he realistically hopes
to launch in five years), bi-yearly
band trips to formally judged
competitions, and participation
in the Catonsville Independence
Day parade. He plans to have the
symphonic band play a variety
of musical genres, stating that he
simply likes “good compositions
and arrangements” of “a little of
everything.”
Rather than trying to
compare with previous band
programs, Mr. Norris has so far
taken the band in a new direction
which he intuitively senses it needs
to go. Above all, he hopes the band
will represent that “MSJ has better
academics and better activities to
participate in [than other schools]”
and wants the music program to
“inspire, develop creativity, and
enrich the already tremendous and
amazing MSJ community.”

Mother’s Club Hosts Debbie Phelps on November 5th
Mother of Famed Olympian Speak on Rasiing Children
Gus Singleton
Quill Contributor
Mount St. Joe might be an all-boys
school, but there is probably no
group on campus held in higher
regard than the Mount St. Joseph
Mother’s Club. From raising
thousands of dollars for the New
Student Open House, to planning
faculty dinners and post-prom
activities, to providing a welcoming
atmosphere at many campus events,
these ladies support the mission of
MSJ with everything they’ve got.
“The Mount St. Joseph community
is a dynamic one with so many
outstanding students, distinguished
alumni, and capable faculty
members,” said Doreen Klose,
President of the Mother’s Club.

“To support our school we’ve got a
number of exciting events planned
for this year.”
On November 5th at 7PM, at
their monthly meeting in the MSJ
auditorium, the Mother’s Club
will host Debbie Phelps, mother of
Michael Phelps, the most decorated
Olympian of all-time. Debbie
Phelps will be speaking about the
‘Challenges and Rewards of Raising
Children’ as well as discussing her
book A Mother for All Seasons.
Judging from her son’s record of
eighteen Olympic gold medals, the
rewards have been significant, but
raising three children as a single
mother was not always easy.
“Michael was diagnosed with
attention deficit hyperactivity
disorder (ADHD) at age 9,” recalled

Phelps, who is looking forward to
her visit to the Irvington campus.
“Michael has two older sisters —
he was the baby of the three. So
even at a very young age, he was
always trying to keep up and was
constantly on the go.” In time,
Michael learned to put his excess
energy to good use in the pool. He
followed in the footsteps of his
sisters, Whitney and Hillary, and
joined the Baltimore Aquatic Club.
At an early age he started to win
races against older boys, and the
rest is history.
But Debbie Phelps isn’t the only
notable speaker on the Mother’s
Club agenda. In February MSJ
grad Father Leo Patalinghug will
be on campus to share spiritual
and culinary insights from his

EWTN television show “Savoring
Our Faith” and his top selling
cookbooks Grace Before Meals
and Spicing Up Married Life.
Admission is free to these Mother
Club events.
In other news from the Mother’s
Club, the “Saluting Our Mount
Men” publication has replaced
Operation Mount as their primary
fundraising vehicle this year. To
celebrate an accomplishment at the
Mount, visit www.msjnet.edu/salute
to place your ad before October
18th. Ads can to salute a son, honor
a teacher, recognize a coach or a
team, and make the most of all
your Mount memories. The new
“Saluting Our Mount Men” book
will be distributed in the spring of
2014.
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Syria: What’s Going On and Why You Should Care

Daniel Kling

Quill Writer
If you’ve paid attention to
any news sources within the past
few months, you would have heard
something about the civil war in
Syria. Many innocent civilians
have been caught in the crossfire of
an ongoing skirmish between the
Ba’ath government and the rebels.
As the United States, leader of the
free world, one would assume that
we’d be all for the collapse of Syria’s
President Bashar al-Assad and the
rise of a new leadership. This has
proven to be far from the truth. The
United States found itself stuck
between a rock and a hard place
when it was revealed the infamous
terrorist group al-Qaeda was backing
the Syrian rebels.
A few weeks ago, after
Assad’s chemical weapon strikes
in the Ghouta region, it may
have seemed like we would have
overlooked this and joined the
rebels in an attempt to put Assad
out of order. Russian intervention,
however, allowed Assad to hand
over his chemical weapons without
punishment. This raises the question:
Is it America’s duty to step in to yet
another war and end oppression, or
have we involved ourselves enough
and need to take a step back?
The question is not an
easy one to answer. We must first
understand how it all started, and the
events that have occurred over the
past few years. On June 10th, 2000,
Bashar al-Assad became president of
Syria, following the Assad family’s
line of succession. The Assad family
is a minority branch of the Shi’ites,
called the Alawites. The Alawites
make up less that 12% of the
Syrian population, leaving the other
demographic groups to be targets
of discrimination. Many policies
introduced by Assad and previous
presidents of Syria left minorities in
control of the wealth. As a result, the
standard of living in Syria has been
deteriorating. Syria had become a
one-party system, with all rights such
as free expression, strictly limited.
The tension came to a head in March
of 2011 when Syrian citizens began
publicly protesting against Assad.
On March 15th, dissidents
took to the streets and caused a
landslide of protests across the

country. In attempts to quell the
protests, Syrian forces were reported
to have been using gunfire and tear
gas, a non-lethal chemical used
to irritate the eyes and respiratory
system. In the following months, the
Syrian government would lay siege
to its own cities and use brutal force
to quell protests. Defected Syrian
officers would form the “Free Syrian
Army” or FSA who would become
the main fighting force against the
Ba’ath government. Fighting only
escalated from that point on, with

BBC. The FSA and other
independent rebel organizations
had proved themselves not to be the
heroic warriors they claimed to be,
with reports springing up of FSA
soldiers raiding civilians, executing
prisoners, and detonating car bombs
near hospitals. The most heinous of
these was shown in a video where
the leader of an independent rebel
organization took bites out of an
organ of a dead Syrian soldier.
After reading through much
of this information, it would seem

failed ceasefires and numerous
reported war crimes committed by
both sides.
Neither side can claim to be
innocent of war crimes. The Syrian
government had begun to shell its
own towns in an effort to shut down
rebel activity. Stories of abuse by
Syrian infantry quickly appeared
across major news networks like the

obvious that the world would grant
aid to the FSA despite the accusation
of several war crimes. This proved
not as simple as one might suspect,
when a known terrorist organization,
al-Qaeda, announced it supported the
FSA and was against Assad. This
has made the choice to intervene
very difficult for the United States of
America and the rest of the world.

From December 2012,
reports have spring up about uses
of chemical weaponry, though
which side used them could not
be determined. Investigations by
Britain and France led to the private
conclusion that Assad had been
using chemical weapons against his
own people. On the 21st of August,
2013, several attacks were carried
out in rebel held areas surrounding
Damascus, primarily the Ghouta
region in the east. The chemical
agent used was claimed to be sarin,
a nerve toxin that is 26 times more
powerful than cyanide. Strategically,
both sides have motives to perform
this strike. The rebels could perform
this attack and pin it on the Syrian
government to receive aid from the
United States and other countries.
Syria, on the other hand, could have
performed this strike to finish the
stalemate, believing the United States
to be bluffing about intervention.
After the attacks in Ghouta,
it seemed clear that the United
States and several western European
countries would take military action
against Assad. Russia, in an effort to
halt any military action, offered Syria
a chance to give up any chemical
weaponry to the UN in return for no
repercussions against Assad. Syria
quickly took this offer, leaving the
world at a standstill.
We find ourselves stuck
between two sides who are very
difficult to show support for, and
no decision made will be easy.
Regardless of any opinion, whether
we strike Syria’s capital, or leave
the civil war alone and focus on
ourselves, you may find yourself
asking why you should care, like
any other world event. You may
not think it affects you, but the truth
is, everything in the world does. It
is our duty as the future voters and
taxpayers of America and citizens
of the world to arm ourselves with
knowledge of everything happening
in the world. What you can do, as
high school students, is learn about
these events now to prevent them
from ever happening again. Keep the
world, and especially the people of
Syria, in your thoughts through this
turbulent period.
As our own Mrs. Sharon
Morgan says, “The change in the
world starts with you.”

